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Serial No.; 10/027,079 
Examiner: Thai, Khoa H. 

Reply to Office Action of Aug. 26, 2003 

Amendment to tue claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1. (Previously amended) A rack as set forth in claim 34, and fiirther comprising 
separate flange reinforcing plates secured flat against interior surfaces of the flanges of the 
upright members and extending vertically from the lower ends of the upright members. 

2. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the re nforcing plates are 
attached to the flanges by welding. 

3 . (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 1 , wherein each of the reinforcing 
plates extends about one-fifth the height of the upright members. 

4. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 1 , wherein at lea*;t a portion of one of 
the flanges of the upright members tapers towards the web from the lower ends of the upright 
members. 

5 . (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the second flanges of the 
upright members each includes a lower portion extending upwardly from tie lower end of the 
upright member, an upper portion extending downwardly from the upper end of the upright 
member, and a tapered portion tapering towards the web between the lower and the upper 
portions. 

6. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim I, wherein each of the upright members 
further comprises a lip extending opposite the web from one of the first and the second flanges. 

7. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 1 , further compr sing at least one brace 

2 

BSTW 13B1379-1.O61&47.0O13 



PA(X 3/15 f RCVD AT 11/18/2003 4:58:10 PM [Eastern Standard Time] s SVR:USPT0€FXRF-1I2 s DfflS:8729326 ' CSID: f DURATION (mn>ss):03^2 


11/18/2003 16:56 FAX @004 



Serial No.; 10/027,079 
Examiner "Iran, Khoa R 

Reply to Office Action of Aug. 26, 2003 

secured to the cross-member and extending through the web of each upright member, and 
secured to one of the flanges of each upright member. 

8. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 7, wherein the cross member comprises 
a web and first and second flanges extending downwardly from the web of the cross member, 
and wherein the at least one brace is secured to interior surfaces of the first flanges of the cross 
member and the upright members. 

9. (Previously amended) A rack as set forth in claim 1, wherein the base comprises 
an end wall extending upwardly from the bottom plate, and a top wall extending horizontally 
from the end wall above the bottom plate. 

10. (Previously amended) A rack as set forth in claim 9, wherei i the mounting 
apertures of the base are located in the bottom plate, and the top wall includes access openings 
positioned over the mounting apertures. 

1 1 . (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 9, wherein the bottom plate includes 
cut-outs accommodating the upright members, such that the lower ends of the upright members 
are unobstructed. 

12. (Previously amended) A rack as set forth in claim 1, wherein the second flanges of 
the upright members each includes a lower portion extending upwardly frcm the lower end of the 
upright member, an upper portion extending downwardly from the upper end of the upright 
member, and a tapered portion tapering towards the web between the lower and the upper 
portions and the base includes cut-outs accommodating the upright member, such that the lower 
ends of the upright members are unobstructed. 

13. (Previously amended) A rack as set forth in claim 12, wherein at least two of the 
reinforcing plates are secured flat against interior surfaces of the tapered portions of the second 
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flanges of the upright members. 

1 4. (Currently amended) A rack for electrical equipment comprising: 

a base including a bottom plate having access apertures for receiving wires 
therethrough! and mounting apertures for securing the base to a floor upon which the rack is 
mounted; ~ 

(*) 

a pair of vertically extending upright members having lower ends secured to 
opposite sides of the base, each upright member having a web, opposing ft-st and second flanges 
projecting from the web f and openings for mounting electrical equipment thereon; 

a cross member extending between upper ends of the upright members; and 

wherein the second flanges of the upright members each inc ludes a lower portion 
extending upwardly from the lower end of the upright member, an u ^? er P ort i° n extending 

downwardly from the upper end of the upright member, and a tapered port on tapering towards 

(o k ' , . 

the web between the lower and the upper portions and the base includes cut-outs accommodating 
the upright members, and 

* wherein the base comprises angle inserts, said angle inserts including vertical 
plates positioned parallel to and ag^unst the upright members and horizontal plates positioned 
parallel to and against the bottom plate, and 

a 

wherein said base further comprises at least two side channels extending at an 

(/$ 7 Z 

angle between said horizontal plates of said angle inserts and said vertical plates of said angle 

inserts each side channel having two ends being respectively affixed to saud horizontal plates and 

7^ ' J* 

said vertical plates, and a central channel extending horizontally between the side channels, said 


central channel having two opposite ends^being affixed to at least in contact with two opposing 
ends of said at least two side channels. 
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1 5. (Previously amended) A rack as set forth in claim 14, further comprising 
reinforcing plates secured flat against interior surfaces of the tapered portions of the second 
flanges of the upright members. 


1 6. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 1 4, wherein each of the upright 
members further comprises a lip extending opposite the web from one of the first and the second 
flanges. 

1 7. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 1 4, further comprising at least one 
brace secured to the cross-member and extending through the web of each upright member, and 
secured to one of the flanges of each upright member. 

1 8. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 17, wherein the cross member 
comprises a web and first and second flanges extending downwardly from the web of the cross 
member, and wherein the at least one brace is secured to interior surfaces of the first flanges of 
the cross member and the upright members. 

19. (Previously amended) A rack as set forth in claim 14, wherein the base comprises 
an ^endwall extending upwardly from the bottom plate, and a top wall extending horizontally 
from the end wall above the bottom plate. 

20. (Previously amended) A rack as set forth in claim 19, wherein the mounting 
apertures of the base are located in the bottom plate, and the top wall includes access openings 
positioned over the mounting apertures. 

2 1 . (Previously amended) A rack as set forth in claim 1 9, whenrin the end wall having 
two opposite ends which arc secured to the second flanges of the upright members. 

22. (Cancelled) A rack as set forth in claim 14, wherein the base includes a bottom 
plate, side channels extending at an angle between the bottom plate and thu webs of the upright 
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members, and a central channel extending horizontally between the side channels. 

23. (Cancelled) A rack as set forth in claim 22, wherein the base further includes 
angled inserts including vertical sections positioned against the upright members and horizontal 
sections positioned against the bottom plate, and wherein the side channels extend at an angle 
between the vertical and horizontal portions of the angle inserts. 

24. (Previously amended) A rack as set forth in claim 34, and further comprising at 
least one brace secured to the cross-member and extending through the web of each upright 
member, and secured to one of the flanges of each upright member. 

25. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 24, wherein the c ross member 
comprises a web and first and second flanges extending downwardly from the web of the cross 
member, and wherein the at least one brace is secured to interior surfaces of the first flanges of 
the cross member and the upright members. 

26. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 24, wherein eact of the upright 
members further comprises a lip extending opposite the web from one of tie first and the second 
flanges. 

27. (Previously amended) A rack as set forth in claim 24, wherein the base comprises 
an end wall extending upwardly from the bottom plate, and a top wall extending horizontally 
from the end wall above the bottom plate. 

28. (Previously amended) A rack as set forth in claim 27, wherein the mounting 
apertures of the base are located in the bottom plate, and the top wall includes access openings 
positioned over the mounting apertures. 

29. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 27, wherein the bottom plate includes 
cut-outs accommodating the upright members, such that the lower ends of the upright members 
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are unobstructed. 

30. (Previously amended) A rack as set forth in claim 24, wherein the second flanges 
of the upright members each includes a lower portion extending upwardly from the lower end of 
the upright member, an upper portion extending downwardly from the upper end of the upright 
member, and a tapered portion tapering towards the web between the lower and the upper 
portions and the base includes cut-outs accommodating the upright members, such that the lower 
ends of the upright members are unobstructed, and the base includes an end wall having two 
opposite ends which are secured to the second flanges of the upright members. 

3 1 . (Previously amended) A rack as set forth in claim 30, further comprising 
reinforcing plates secured flat against interior surfaces of the tapered portions of the second 
flanges of the upright members. 

32. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 24, wherein the zX least one brace 
comprises two braces. 

33. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 32, wherein each brace has a length 
equal to at least one quarter a length of the cross member. 

34.] (Currently amended) A rack for electrical equipment comprising: 

a base including a bottom plate having access apertures for receiving wires 
therethrough and mounting apertures for securing the base to a floor upon which the rack is 
mounted; 

a pair of vertically extending upright members having lower ends secured to 
opposite sides of the base, each upright member having a web, opposing first and second flanges 
projecting from the web, and openings for mounting electrical equipment thereon; 
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a cross member extending between upper ends of the upright members; and 

wherein the base comprises angle inserts, said angle inserts including vertical 
plates positioned parallel to and against Qie upright members and horizontal plates positioned 
parallel to and against the bottom plate, and 

wherein the base further includes at least two side channels extending at an angle 
between the horizontal plates of the angle inserts and the vertical plates of .he angle inserts, each 
said side channel having two ends being respectively affixed to said horizontal plates and said 
vertical plates, and a central channel extending horizontally between the side channels, said 
central channel having two opposite ends being affixed to at least in contact with two opposing 
ends of said at least two side channels. 

35. (Cancelled) A rack as set forth in claim 34, wherein the base further includes 
angled inserts including vertical sections positioned against the upright members and horizontal 
sections positioned against the bottom plate, and wherein the side channels extend at an angle 
between the vertical and horizontal portions of the angle inserts. 

36. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 34, wherein each of the upright 
members further comprises a lip extending opposite the web from one of the first and the second 
flanges. 

37. (Previously amended) A rack as set forth in claim 34, wherein the base comprises 
an end wall extending upwardly from the bottom plate, and a top wall extending horizontally 
from the end wall above the bottom plate. 

38. (Previously amended) A rack as set forth in claim 37, whenrin the mounting 
apertures of th e base are located in the bottom plate, and the top wall includes access openings 
positioned over the mounting apertures. 
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39- (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 37, wherein the bottom plate includes 
cut-outs accommodating the upright members, such that the lower ends of the upright members 
are unobstructed. 

40. (Currently amended) A rack for electrical equipment comprising: 

a base including a bottom plate having access apertures for receiving wires 
therethrough and mounting apertures for securing the base to a floor upon which the rack is 
mounted; 

a pair of vertically extending upright members having lowe: # ends secured to 
opposite sides of the base, each upright member having a web, opposing first and second flanges 
projecting from the web, and openings for mounting electrical equipment thereon, wherein at 
least a portion of one of the flanges of each of the upright members tapers ;owards the web from 
the lower ends of the upright members; 

separate flange reinforcing plates secured flat against interior surfaces of the 
flanges of the upright members and extending vertically from the lower en^is of the upright 
members; 

» 

a cross member extending between upper ends of the upright members; 

at least one brace secured to the cross-member and extending through the web of 
each upright member, and secured to one of the flanges of each upright member; 

wherein the base comprises angle inserts, said angle inserts including vertical 
plates positioned parallel to and against the upright members and horizonfcd plates positioned 
parallel to and against the bottom plate, and 

side channels extending at an angle between said horizontal plates of said angle 
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inserts and said vertical plates of said angle inserts, each said side channel "laving two ends being 
respectively affixed to said horizontal plates and said vertical plates; and 

a central channel extending horizontally-between the side^channels, said centra] 
channel having two opposite ends being affixed to at least in contact with two opposing ends of 
said at least two side channels. — — - — - " 

41 . (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 40, wherein the r einforcing plates are 
attached to the flanges by welding. 

42. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 40, wherein each of the reinforcing 
plates extends about one-fifth the height of the upright members, 

43. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 40, wherein the second flanges of the 
upright members each includes the tapered portion, a lower portion extending upwardly from the 
lower end of the upright member to the tapered portion, an upper portion extending downwardly 
from the upper end of the upright member to the tapered portion, and the tsipered portion tapers 
towards the web from the lower portion to the upper portion. 

44. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 40, wherein each of the upright 
members further comprises a lip extending opposite the web from one of the first and the second 
flanges. 

45. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 40, wherein the cross member 
comprises a web and first and second flanges extending downwardly from the web of the cross 
member, and wherein the at least one brace is secured to interior surfaces of the first flanges of 
the cross member and the upright members. 

46. (Previously amended) A rack as set forth in claim 40, wherein the base comprises 
a bottom plate, an end wall extending upwardly from the bottom plate and a top wall extending 
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horizontally from the end wall above the bottom plate, wherein the mounting apertures of the 
base are located in the bottom plate, and the top wall includes access openings positioned over 
the mounting apertures. 

47. (Original) A rack as set forth in claim 40, wherein the base includes cut-outs 
accommodating the upright members, such that the lower ends of the upright members are 
unobstructed. 

48. (Cancelled) A rack as set forth in claim 40, further composing angled inserts 
including vertical sections positioned against the upright members and horizontal sections 
positioned against the base, and wherein the side channels extend at an angle between the vertical 
and horizontal portions of the angle inserts. 
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